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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C, 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and , 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims 1 and 4-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Barnes (6,158,869) in view of Moser (DE 20302250 U1 - English translation 

provided for clarity from Moser EP 1448027, which claims priority to DE 20302250 U1). 

Barnes teaches an automotive interior component (Figures 1 and 2, #12) for use with an 

audio speal<er (Col. 2, Lines 57-63) of a vehicle (10), comprising: a door trim panel (14); 

a speaker grille (16) mounted to said door trim panel (14) (Col. 2, Lines 57-63), said 

speaker grille (16) with a plurality of sound passages (24) for transmitting sound emitted 

by the audio speaker (Col. 3, Lines 1-18); and a lamp or light emitting source (18) 

positioned between the audio speaker and said speaker grille (16), said lamp or light 

emitting source (18) oriented for emitting visible light, when powered; and wherein said 

lamp or light emitting source (18) mounted to the speaker grille (16). StoJBe fails to 

teach wherein the lamp or light emitting source is an electroluminescent lamp, 

positioned between the audio speaker and said speaker grille, said electroluminescent 

lamp oriented for emitting light through said sound passages; wherein said 

electroluminescent lamp is integrally molded with said speaker grille to form a unitary 

assembly; wherein said speaker grille and said door trim panel comprise a unitary, 

integrally molded body; an audio signal source coupled with the audio speaker; and a 
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controller connected between said audio signal source and said electroluminescent 
lamp, said controller capable of converting output signals from said audio signal source 
into changes in light intensity of the visible light emitted from said electroluminescent 
lamp.. Moser teaches an electroluminescent lamp (Figure 1 , #2-6) for a vehicle interior 
lighting (Translation, Page 2, [0004]), positioned between an audio speaker (1) and said 
speaker grille of Barnes when used in combination, said electroluminescent lamp (2-6) 
oriented for emitting light, through the sound passages of Barnes when used in 
combination; an audio signal source (7) coupled (via lines #8) with the audio speaker 
(1); and a controller (10) connected (via lines #9 and 14) between said audio signal 
source (7) and said electroluminescent lamp (2-6), said controller capable of converting 
output signals from said audio signal source (7) into changes in light intensity of the 
visible light emitted from said electroluminescent lamp (2-6) (Translation, Pages 5-6, 
[0015]-[0017]). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to combine the apparatus of Barnes, with the apparatus of Moser to 
allow for multiple colors to be emitted from a single light, brightness changes depending 
on music being played, as well as lower power consumption and heat generation. 
Moser fails to teach wherein said electroluminescent lamp is integrally molded with said 
speaker grille to form a unitary assembly; and wherein said speaker grille and said door 
trim panel comprise a unitary, integrally molded body. However, The method of forming 
a device is not germane to the Issue of patentability of the device itself. Therefore, this 
limitation has been given little patentable weight. 



2. Claims 2 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Barnes (6,158,869) in view of Moser (DE 20302250 U1 - English translation provided 
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for clarity from Moser EP 1448027, which claims priority to DE 20302250 U1). as 
applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Reich (2003/0048912). Barnes and 
Moser are relied upon for the reasons and disclosures set forth above. Moser further 
teaches an electroluminescent lamp (Figure 1, #2-6). Barnes and Moser fail to teach 
wherein said electroluminescent lamp includes a plurality of apertures registered with 
said sound passages, said apertures for transmitting sound emitted by the audio 
speaker, and wherein said apertures are smaller in diameter than said sound passages 
and circumscribed by said sound passages. Reich teaches wherein an optical lamp 
structure (Figure 1, #30, 32 and 40,42) includes a plurality of apertures (50) registered 
with said sound passages of Barnes when used in combination, said apertures (50) for 
transmitting sound emitted by the audio speaker (Page 2, [0018], [0021]), and wherein 
said apertures (50) are smaller in diameter than said sound passages of Barnes and are 
circumscribed by said sound passages when used in combination. Further, a change in 
size is generally recognized as being within the level of ordinary skill in the art. In re 
Rose, 105 USPQ 237 (CCPA 1955). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to combine the apparatus of Barnes as modified, 
with the apparatus of Reich to allow sound waves to pass through the lighting device 
without obstructions. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Pertinent arts of record relating to door trim speaker grilles with 
electroluminescent lamps are disclosed in the PTO-892. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeremy Luks whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2707. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 8:30-6:00, and 
alternating Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lincoln Donovan can be reached on (571) 272-1988. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application miay be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN. USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Patent Examiner* 
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